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PROCEEDINGS OF THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF 
LONDON. 

Eighth Ordinary Meeting \ 1845-6. Monday, 15th June, 1846. 

The following papers were read : — 
Statistical Account of the Provisions for Paving, Lighting, 

Cleansing, and preventing Nuisances in the Streets of the 

Metropolis. By Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Hon. Sec. 
Selections from Statistics of Batticaloa, Ceylon. By Selby 

Taylor, Esq. 
Comparative Statistics of the Committals for Trial in London and 

Birmingham, and in England and Wales respectively. By 

H. Knight, Esq. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 
STATE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE LAST QUARTER. 

"The Quarterly Returns are obtained from 115 Districts, sub-divided into 576 
Sub-Districts. Thirty-four Districts are in the Metropolis, and the remaining 81 
Districts comprise, with some agricultural Districts, the principal towns and cities of 
England. The population was 6,579,693 in 1841." 

43,582 deaths were registered in the spring quarter ending June 30th — a number 
greater by 2,853 than were registered in the corresponding quarter of 1845, and 
4,731 more than in the June quarter of 1844. The mortality was little lower than 
in the preceding mild winter quarter, when the deaths were nearly 5000 less than 
the average. The districts of Lancashire and Yorkshire were the most unhealthy. 
The subjoined Table shows that, taking the whole of the 115 districts, the mortality 
was above the average in the spring quarters (ending June 30th) of 1839, 1840, 1846 ; 
and below the average in the spring quarters of 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845. 
There was an evident tendency to decline through the 8 years ; but in 1846 this ten- 
dency was counteracted, and tie deaths exceeded the calculated average. 
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The inadequate supplies of water by companies, the imperfect sewerage in towns, 
the open drains and ditches, and the general neglect of cleanliness, leave everywhere 



